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Project Wack-a-Mole
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Authority flows through a site 
via internal links
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Authority is divided by the 
number of links on the page  

15% of it disappears
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Halve your links 
Double your authority
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What we’ve done... 
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Example #1 
Header Navigation
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Use search volume
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Use click data
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Use page level revenue
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Page 
Revenue
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Click 
Data

Search 
Volume



We cut ~150 links and saw...
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Fewer internal searches 
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Conversion rate boost 
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Increased rankings 
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5-10% increase in SEO traffic 
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Example #2 
Footer Navigation
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Similarweb: 37 links 
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Wordstream: 48 links 
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A look in the mirror... 
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Wayfair before: 51 links 
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Wayfair after: 20 links 
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Example #3 
Sidebar Navigation
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Wordpress mole holes 
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Tag clouds 
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Recent post widgets 
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Duplicate navigation 
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Archive links 
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Wack-a-moley 
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Example #4 
Page Template Links
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Product grid pages 
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A bug’s life 
 

@sonofadiplomat #mozcon



Holy mole field
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Octogintupled the links on 
page
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Wrapped it up
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Traffic came back
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Exceptions  
Exceptions  
Exceptions
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Low authority sites
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Small sites
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Building a Case
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=
Average $$$ 

value per 
global link Average number 

of links on page

Half non-branded 
SEO revenue
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Link Value Calculator 
www.doctormcawesome.com/link-calculator/

http://www.doctormcawesome.com/link-calculator/


Account for lost revenue 
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Remain vigilant!!!
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Drawings by 

www.JoeBrottmanArt.com
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http://www.JoeBrottmanArt.com
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